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We are excited to announce the 10th International Conference on Wildlife Fertility
Control, set to take place in the vibrant city of Barcelona, Spain. This milestone event
will gather experts, researchers, and practitioners from around the world to share
insights, discuss advancements and explore innovative approaches in wildlife fertility

management. Additional information about the conference coming soon to the
Botstiber Institute for Wildlife Fertility Control website.

Staff News

New Team Members:
Jennifer Melendez joins us as our new Executive/Program
Assistant, bringing over 15 years of experience in
administrative support, project management, and customer
service. Passionate about philanthropy, she actively
volunteers for youth programs and balances her role as a
proud mom of three boys with her commitment to
empowering the next generation through her business and
outreach efforts.

Welcome Jessica Tegt, founder of Wild Things
Conservation, who joins us as our Communications
Specialist. With expertise in conservation education,
human-wildlife conflict management, and outreach, Jessica
brings years of experience from roles at Mississippi State
University, Utah State University, and the National Wild
Pig Task Force. She's passionate about making a positive
impact on wildlife conservation and management.


https://www.facebook.com/wildlifefertilitycontrol/
https://twitter.com/botstiberIWFC
https://www.instagram.com/biwfc1/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biwfc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCycd01-5tEIjA6FbThGQ
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/rodents/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=c39fb297-82b2-4fb9-a599-57530d41277a

Rose's Departure:

After six years of dedicated service,

Rose Lombardo recently departed the Botstiber Wildlife
Fertility Control (BIWFC) team. Rose has been instrumental in
shaping BIWFC, bringing both expertise and unwavering
commitment to its mission. We owe much of our success to her
impactful contributions, and she will be greatly missed.

The Wildlife Society’s Annual Conference in Baltimore
brought together a vast community of wildlife professionals,
researchers, and advocates. Throughout the conference,
BIWEFC attended workshops and heard from speakers who
shared the latest advancements in wildlife management and
research. BIWFC was a conference sponsor and hosted an
exhibit table.

Wildlife Fertility Control Workshop: An Introduction to Decision-Making
Processes for Integrating Reproductive Management into Comprehensive Human-
Wildlife Conflict Resolution Planning:

The Botstiber Institute for Wildlife Fertility Control (BIWFC), USDA WS National
Wildlife Research Center and Bureau of Land Management held a comprehensive 4-
hour workshop to enhance understanding of Wildlife Fertility Control (WFC) in human-
wildlife conflict resolution. The session began with a pre-survey, followed by
presentations on WFC's role in managing conflicts, current fertility control methods,
and case studies. Presentations also included a demonstration of the web-based
predictive modeling tool for management of free-roaming horses, PopEquus.




Participants then broke into small groups to analyze selected scenarios and engaged in a
general Q&A session, also exploring PopEquus.

Funders."

BIWFC External Affairs Officer Larry Green attended the
annual Animal Grantmakers Conference in Toronto. This
year’s convening provided a binational and Indigenous
collaborative component to panels, TED-style talks, and
presentations that addressed animal law and justice,
conservation for wide-ranging carnivores, animal
farming, animal-free research and testing, preserving
wildlife habitat across international borders, and
community-based animal sheltering. Larry, who is
currently serving as the President of Animal
Grantmakers’ Board of Directors, moderated a session
"Candid Critiques: What Grantees Really Think of

This summer, Europe saw a notable surge of interest in wildlife fertility control, with
multiple organizations, agencies, and academic groups focusing on humane population
management solutions. Recent highlights include:
[UCN published a technical note on managing invasive squirrels and chipmunks,
which now lists fertility control among key population management options.
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) solicited input on a report exploring
immunocontraception as a potential method for managing wild boar populations.
Faunalytics featured a summary of my 2023 paper, advocating contraceptives as




humane and cost-effective alternatives to culling.
¢ A collaborative publication with Australian colleagues emphasized the

importance of fertility control for large herbivores, a timely discussion as

European rewilding initiatives grow.
In September, I attended the AAZV/EAZWYV annual conference in Toronto, where the
Botstiber Institute of Wildlife Fertility Control (BIWFC) co-hosted a workshop on
managing reproduction in zoo and free-ranging animals. This session, created in
partnership with EAZA Reproductive Management Group, AZA Reproductive
Management Center, and the Reproductive Health Surveillance Programme (RHSP),
received highly positive feedback, prompting plans to replicate the format at future
conferences.
Meanwhile, in Brussels, the Eurogroup for Animals launched a public consultation on
non-lethal methods to reduce seal impacts on fishing, marking an opportunity to expand
fertility control discussions.
Notably, Dr. Jens Jacob attended the NIKFAM: Novel Concepts in Contraception
workshop in Germany on fertility control innovations, presenting our research poster,
"Too many? Fertility control for human-wildlife coexistence." Additionally, three new
research papers, including contributions from Tiberi, Beatham, and Eckerstrom,
focused on oral contraceptives for grey squirrels and welfare improvements through
wildlife contraception.
This season’s collaborative achievements reflect a growing commitment among
European partners to innovative, humane wildlife management.

Giovanna Massei
Director, BIWFC Europe
October 2024

Wildlife Fertility Control Interactive Map

Our interactive global map
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fertility control projects are
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Click here or on the map to view more.

Upcoming Events

March 25-27, 2025
Wildlife Damage Management Conference, Starkville, MS

May 12-16, 2025,


https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
https://www.fwrc.msstate.edu/events/wdm/

European Vertebrate Management Conference, Ankaran, Slovenia

June 1-5, 2025,
International Urban Wildlife Conference, Atlanta, GA

September 7-10, 2025
Pathways Conference 2025, Estes Park, CO

Fact Sheets

FERTILITY CONTROL & URBAN RATS%® |
BE CONTRACEPTIVE-WISE!
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Fertility Control for Rodents

We’re pleased to announce the BIWFC "Rat Sheet" designed to ask the right questions
before deploying contraceptive for rats.

Click here to learn more

Repository

The BIWFC repository has grown to be a collection of over 100 papers. Please see what
has been added recently:

¢ Improving wild animal welfare through contraception

¢ Rewilding herbivores: too much or little of a good thing?
e Factors affecting bait uptake by the greyv squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) and
the future delivery of oral contraceptives

If you authored or co-authored a peer-reviewed article related to wildlife fertility
control and would like your work to be included, please forward the PDF articles
to biwfc@botstiber.org We will archive your work after reviewing the publishers'
policy and guidelines.

In the News

e NYC to control rat population with birth-control pills instead of poison:
Saving ‘lots of precious little lives’



https://www.evmc.online/
https://www.urban-wildlife.org
https://sites.warnercnr.colostate.edu/pathways/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/rodents/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/repository/improving-wild-animal-welfare-through-contraception/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/repository/rewilding-herbivores-too-much-or-little-of-a-good-thing/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/repository/factors-affecting-bait-uptake-by-the-grey-squirrel-sciurus-carolinensis-and-the-future-delivery-of-oral-contraceptives-2/
mailto:biwfc@botstiber.org
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/nyc-to-control-rat-population-with-birth-control-pills-instead-of-poison-saving-lots-of-precious-little-lives/ar-AA1rqLcG?ocid=socialshare

o Safe sex for seagulls? Why bird contraception plan in Worcester may not fly
e Tega Cayv completes sterilization of 200 deer

Click here to view more articles.

Monique Principi - Managing Director
Giovanna Massei - Director, BIWFC Europe
Lawrence Green - External Affairs Officer
Jennifer Melendez - Executive/Program Assistant
Jessica Tegt - Communications Specialist
Carolyn Rauch - Manager, Meetings and Events
Daniel Fullam - Multimedia Production Specialist

Stephanie Boyles Griffin - Chair, Advisory Committee
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