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The Botstiber Institute for Wildlife
Fertility Control (BIWFC) hosted the 1st
Workshop on Wildlife Fertility Control
on June 17th and 18th, 2024, at the
University of York in York, UK. Although
the event focused on Europe, 86
participants attended from five
continents.

BIWFC s‘taff members in York

On Day 1 there were 15 talks,
complemented by 17 posters, focused on varied aspects of wildlife fertility
control. Presentations addressed native and non-native species in rural and
urban areas, fertility control and diseases, rewilding, legal and registration
aspects, and human dimension of wildlife management. The day ended with our
guest of honor, Lord Kinnoull, who spoke about the public interest for wildlife
fertility control and answered many questions ranging from science to policy.

Day 2 was dedicated to group discussions. Workshop facilitator Pamela Abbott
kept the discussions focused and the conversation flowing. A diverse range of
participants— public and private sectors, academia, practitioners, government
and NGOs — participated in these discussions.

Click here to view the workshop presentations.

BIWFC Workshop in the News

Extensive media coverage of the
workshop in York included such outlets
as The Guardian, The Sun, The Irish
Examiner and Euroweekly. Click here
for more.
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HOW DO YOU PUT PIGEONS ON
THE PILL? SCIENTISTS TEST =T
CONTRACEPTIVES TO CURB PEST M
NUMBERS

Birth control is being trialed as a
humane way to limit growing numbers
of grey squirrels, pigeons and wild boar
The Guardian, June 14, 2024

. Workshop Speakers

PIGEONS COULD BE GIVEN BIRTH CONTROL IN BID TO CURB
BOOMING POPULATIONSBOFFINS ARE TO DISCUSS HUMANE
CONTRACEPTIVE PLANS RATHER THAN CULLS

The Sun, June 14, 2024

PESTS ON THE PILIL: ANEW METHOD OF WILDLIFE CONTROL
Irish Examiner, June 15, 2024

BIRTH CONTROL FOR PIGEONS

Euroweekly, June 16, 2024

BIWEFC at the NYU Wild Animal Welfare Summit

Larry Green, BIWFC’s External Affairs Officer, attended New York University’s
Wild Animal Welfare Summit, June 21-22. Approximately 45 people attended
from the U.S. and Europe. They included students, post-doctoral researchers,
members of NGO’s and government. The summit included lightning talks on a
variety of research topics such as “The state of environmental /natural
resources/wildlife law and policy curricula in undergraduate, masters, and J.D.
programs,” and “Towards compassionate coexistence with commensal rodents.”

Wildlife fertility control came up in conversation many times, with attendees
attuned to its nuances with respect to species and context. One focus of the
summit was how to evolve wild animal welfare into a more mainstream topic of
interest.

Questionnaire on Non-lethal

Strategies for Raccoons

The BIWFC meeting, Scientific Exchange on Fertility Control,
Environment and Wildlife, sponsored and held at the Ministry of the
Environment, Climate and Sustainable Development, Luxembourg was held in
January.

Two of its participants from the Netherlands, Dr. Pim Lemmers of Natuurbalans
and Dr. Maurice La Haye of the Dutch Mammal Society / Zoogdiervereniging
announced that their organizations are preparing a report to 'identify effective
management methods and preferable non-lethal management tools and/or
management strategies for controlling raccoons.' They hope to summarize
existing data by means of an online questionnaire.


https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jun/14/wildlife-pest-invasive-species-control-contraceptives-squirrels-pigeons-boars
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/28516139/pigeons-birth-control-curb-populations/
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-41416273.html
https://euroweeklynews.com/2024/06/16/birth-control-for-pigeons/

If you would like to take part in the questionnaire, the link is

https://www.zoogdiervereniging.nl/questionnaire-raccoon-
colloquium. On September 23rd the results will be presented at an expert-

meeting in Brussels.

More News from Europe

From the BIWFC Europe Director
Giovanna Massei
July 2024

More on the workshop in York

The overall feedback for the whole workshop was
unanimously good. Many attendees praised the quality
and delivery of presentations and the breadth and
depth of topics surrounding fertility control. Several
emails after the workshop used the word "inspired" to
describe the way they felt at the end, which was
wonderful to hear.

Suggestions on how we could do better in future events included interspersing
talks with discussion groups. Point taken: if we run another event we will mix
presentations and moments for reflection. In the final survey, most attendees
said they would be interested to attend a second workshop in 1-2 years. Once
again this suggests the interest for this area is alive and growing.

A newsworthy event

There were many other positive aspects. The main one for me personally was
interacting with journalists. Paul Drury-Bradey, Media and Communications
Officer at the University of York, introduced us to the Science Media Center
(SMC). This is an organization dedicated to giving the public access to the best
scientific evidence and expertise through the news media when science hits the
headlines. The SMC organized a press briefing which resulted in interviews and
in the workshop mentioned in all the main UK newspapers. News of this event
travelled overseas, and we learned that the workshop had been reported by
Italian and German media.

More meetings and recognition

The workshop was not the only thing that happened in the last months. I was
invited by EFSA, the European Food Safety Authority, to attend a meeting as
expert in wild boar fertility control in the context of African Swine Fever. In
particular, I was asked to comment on the current status of research on oral
contraceptives for wild boar and on strategies that could be used to increase the
"specificity" of oral contraceptives.

Read more here.

Wildlife Fertility Control Interactive Map
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Click here or on the map to view more.

Upcoming Events

September 20-27, 2024

Joint American Association of Zoo Veterinarians/ European Association
Zoo & Wildlife Veterinarian Conference, Toronto, Canada

Giovanna Massei will co-host an eight hour workshop entitled Managing
Reproduction in Zoo and Free Ranging Animals: A Holistic Approach. Registration
details and synopsis_here. Places limited to 50 participants.

October 2, 2024

Eurogroup for Animals' Annual Conference 2024, Brussels, Belgium.
Giovanna Massei will attend this conference which will focus on expectations from the
new political term: the new Members of the European Parliament have the chance to
take concrete actions to protect animals and show their constituents that this is a
political priority, and the new European Commission can demonstrate that they are
truly taking citizens’ concerns about animal welfare into account.

October 13-16, 2024

Pathways Europe 2024, Cordoba, Spain

"Revisiting what is wild for coexisting."

Giovanna Massei is on the Advisory Board and will present a talk, co-authored with
Stephanie Boyles Griffin, entitled Fertility Control for Human-Wildlife Coexistence.
BIWFC is a sponsor of the conference.

October 19-23, 2024

The Wildlife Society (TWS) Annual Conference, Baltimore, Maryland
BIWFC, USDA WS National Wildlife Research Center and Bureau of Land
Management will present “Wildlife Fertility Control Workshop: An Introduction
to Decision-Making Processes for Integrating Reproductive Management into
Comprehensive Human-Wildlife Conflict Resolution Planning” on Wednesday,
October 23 from 8 AM — 12 PM during TWS 31st Annual Conference. The


https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
https://www.aazv.org/page/A5
https://www.aazv.org/page/2024Workshop
https://sites.warnercnr.colostate.edu/pathways-europe/
https://twsconference.org/

BIWFC also serves as a bronze sponsor of the conference. Click here for more
information.

October 27 - 30, 2024,

Animal Grantmakers 25th Annual Conference, Toronto, Canada
BIWFC will attend and sponsor this conference.

‘Wildilfa Fertillty
Control at a Glance

For downloadable fact sheets, including
"Wildlife Fertility Control at a Glance"
(pictured at right), click here

Repository

The BIWFC repository has grown to be a collection of over 100 papers. Please
see what has been added recently:

o A framework for identifying fertility gene targets for

mammalian pest control
« Effects of Pregnancy Prevention on Brucella abortus

Shedding in Bison (Bison bison)

« Effects of an Anti-Fertility Product on Reproductive
Structures of Common Vole Males and Residues of
Compounds

If you authored or co-authored a peer-reviewed article related to wildlife fertility
control and would like your work to be included, please forward the PDF articles
to biwfc@botstiber.org. We will archive your work after reviewing the
publishers' policy and guidelines.

« ‘Way overpopulated’: Tega Cay considering birth control for
deer.

e Advocates speak out as wild horse populations continue to
decline in the West.

» Cities Are Testing Birth Control to Solve Pigeon Problems.

e New Jersey Town Advances Plan to Surgically Sterilize
Individual Deer to Reduce Herd.

e Costing nearly $2.5 million, NYC extends Staten Island deer
vasectomy program for 5 years

o ‘Monkey city’ tattoos and sterilises macaques to end their reign
of terror



https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/tws-2024/
https://www.animalgrantmakers.org/2024-Annual-Conference
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/fact-sheets/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/repository/a-framework-for-identifying-fertility-gene-targets-for-mammalian-pest-control/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/repository/effects-of-pregnancy-prevention-on-brucella-abortus-shedding-in-american-bison-bison-bison/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/repository/effects-of-an-anti-fertility-product-on-reproductive-structures-of-common-vole-males-and-residues-of-compounds/
mailto:estrickland@botstiber.org
https://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/way-overpopulated-tega-cay-considering-birth-control-deer/5NOMNYMJB5BEVAXKJZVTC3SWKM/
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2024/05/01/dld-advocates-speak-out-as-wild-horse-populations-continue-to-decline-in-the-west/
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/cities-are-testing-birth-control-solve-pigeon-problems
https://www.fieldandstream.com/conservation/new-jersey-deer-sterilization/
https://www.silive.com/news/2024/07/costing-nearly-25-million-nyc-extends-staten-island-deer-vasectomy-program-for-5-years.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2024/07/27/monkey-city-rounds-up-macaques-tattoo-and-sterilise/

Click here to view more articles.
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