
Fall 2025 NewsletterFall 2025 Newsletter

        

2026 10th International Conference2026 10th International Conference
​on Wildlife Fertility Control!on Wildlife Fertility Control!

For more details visit our website. Click hereClick here

Sponsorship opportunities now available. Click Here Click Here or contact Lawrence
Green, External Affairs Officer,

at lgreen@botstiber.orglgreen@botstiber.org to learn more.

BIWFC on the RoadBIWFC on the Road

Miles traveled, connections made​

PATHWAYS 2025: HUMAN DIMENSION OF WILDLIFEPATHWAYS 2025: HUMAN DIMENSION OF WILDLIFE

The BIWFC participated in and served as a
sponsor for Pathways 2025: Human DimensionsPathways 2025: Human Dimensions
of Wildlifeof Wildlife, held in Estes Park, Colorado, bringing
together experts to discuss the intersection of
people and wildlife management.

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY CONFERENCETHE WILDLIFE SOCIETY CONFERENCE

https://www.facebook.com/wildlifefertilitycontrol/
https://www.instagram.com/biwfc1/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biwfc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCycd01-5tEIjA6FbThGQ
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/event/10th-international-conference-on-wildlife-fertility-control/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/event/10th-international-conference-on-wildlife-fertility-control/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/sponsorship-form/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/sponsorship-form/
mailto:lgreen@botstiber.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://ucanr.edu/site/vertebrate-pest-conference
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Fertility-Control-and-Urban-Rats.pdf
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-04-10/san-bernardino-county-inks-new-deals-to-sterilize-and-relocate-wild-donkeys
https://www.yahoo.com/news/germans-trick-pigeons-taking-contraceptive-190222163.html?guccounter=1
https://www.yahoo.com/news/germans-trick-pigeons-taking-contraceptive-190222163.html?guccounter=1
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=d231e096-dd8e-4e0c-a094-7e53521d60f3


BIWFC participated in The Wildlife SocietyThe Wildlife Society
ConferenceConference in Edmonton, connecting with global
colleagues and exploring new collaborations. On the
first day, the BIWFC Europe Director, Prof. Giovanna
Massei, gave a talk entitled Where, When and Why
Wildlife Fertility Control Can Mitigate Human-Wildlife
Conflicts  and promoted the upcoming BIWFC
conference to a well-attended session. Highlights
were a strong interest in BIWFC’s work, including the

possibility of launching new summer schools, and a 4-hour science
communication meeting led by TWS staff and journalists. A productive and
worthwhile trip, once again opening up new possibilities!

115TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF FISH115TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF FISH

AND WILDLIFE AGENCIESAND WILDLIFE AGENCIES

BIWFC was a first-time participant in the 115th115th
Annual Meeting of the Association of Fish andAnnual Meeting of the Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies (AFWA)Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) which was held in
Tucson, Arizona. BIWFC was invited to
introduce itself to AFWA attendees via a
presentation during the Human Wildlife
Conflict Working Group meeting. Staff
attended a wide range of sessions and met with attendees at BIWFC’s
exhibitor table. BIWFC’s attendance at AFWA is an extension of its long-
term participation in The Wildlife Society’s annual conferences, aligning with
BIWFC’s goal to promote the application of wildlife fertility control by
engaging with practitioners, non-government organizations, and
government agencies. 

ANIMAL GRANTMAKERS CONFERENCEANIMAL GRANTMAKERS CONFERENCE

BIWFC participated in and was a sponsor of the
Animal Grantmakers (AG) Conference Animal Grantmakers (AG) Conference which was
held in Ft. Worth, TX. representing animal-focused
funders from the U.S., Canada and the U.K. Talks,
panel discussions, and member-led conversations
focused on innovative collaborative strategies
among funders and with external stakeholders in

order to enhance effective grantmaking. Updates in the sectors of
companion animals, wildlife, and street cats and dogs were recurring topics
of presentations and interactive sessions. BIWFC increasingly engages with
fellow AG members as fertility control continues to gain acceptance as a
population management tool.  

NEXT STOP: TALKS & SYMPOSIUMNEXT STOP: TALKS & SYMPOSIUM

BRITISH ECOLOGICAL SOCIETYBRITISH ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY

BIWFC will present at the BES Annual MeetingBES Annual Meeting
20252025, December 15–18 in Edinburgh, Scotland
with the talk “Braiding ecology and behavior for “Braiding ecology and behavior for
delivering oral contraceptives to smart animals.”delivering oral contraceptives to smart animals.”
For more information:

Visit Website

 

VERTEBRATE PEST CONFERENCEVERTEBRATE PEST CONFERENCE

 

BIWFC is looking forward to presenting a symposium
and workshop at the Vertebrate Pest Conference in San Vertebrate Pest Conference in San
Diego, March 2-6, 2026. Diego, March 2-6, 2026.  At the symposium, eight
speakers will explore the breadth and depth of fertility
control applications across species and contexts. The
workshop will analyze criteria that professionals or
researchers, are asked to consider the use of fertility
control to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts.  For more
information:

Visit Website

 

We’re hiring!We’re hiring!

https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/content/bes-annual-meeting-2025/
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/content/bes-annual-meeting-2025/
https://ucanr.edu/site/vertebrate-pest-conference/2026-vpc-conference


We are beginning the search for our next Managing Director.Managing Director.
Click here to email us for details.Click here to email us for details.

BIWFC Europe Director’s UpdateBIWFC Europe Director’s Update

Late summer saw the Europe Office globe-trotting
more than usual, well beyond Europe. In early
September I travelled to Nordelta, near Buenos
Aires in Argentina, to observe firsthand the
coexistence of people and capybara. Nordelta is
the largest gated community in South America,
fenced off from the surrounding area: in essence,
an island that 50,000 people and circa 1,000
capybara call home. The latter, native to South
America, are the largest rodents in the world with
adults weighing circa 60 kg. Capybara can be seen
grazing or sitting in large groups comprised of a
dominant male, its harem of adult females and their offsprings. In meetings
with local stakeholders, I appreciated the challenges of human-capybara
coexistence, such as traffic accidents and possible attack on pets. As we
discussed a strategy to reduce these conflicts, I realized this was yet
another context where fertility control could be useful. As many more gated
communities exist in South America, contraceptives could offer a tool for
people and capybaras to live peacefully together.

In October, I travelled to Canada to attend the 32nd The Wildlife Society Annual

Conference in Edmonton. In addition to the above-mentioned activities, I also co-

authored a poster and a second talk on tick-borne Lyme disease and methods to

manage grey squirrels.

News from….News from….
Italy: a story of coypu
In September I took part in the final conference
of the LIFE project GREEN4BLUE held in
Bologna (Italy) to give a short presentation on
fertility control for non-native invasive species. I
also met up with my colleagues at the University
of Bologna as I collaborate on a project on
testing the contraceptive GonaCon on an
invasive rodent species, the coypu. Tens of
thousands of coypu are killed every year in this
region as well as in several other European
countries, but the numbers are still growing. The
coypu is an aquatic rodent native to South
America which was imported for fur farming into Europe, Asia, Africa and
North America. In these areas, the coypu has a significant negative impact
on biological diversity, crops and irrigation systems and it is associated with
the collapse of riverbanks and nearby infrastructure, such as railway lines,
due to its burrowing through riverbanks.

Germany: contraceptives for red deer
A recent studystudy on 47 female red deer (Cervus elaphus) in the Bavarian
Forest National Park found that after one year the administration of a single
dose of the immunocontraceptive SpayVac® reduced fertility of vaccinated
deer to 11% compared to a fertility rate of 86% in control animals. Camera
traps and progesterone metabolites indicating pregnancy were used to
evaluate the reproductive status of these deer. 

Science in FocusScience in Focus

Birand, A., Prowse, T.A., Cassey, P. and Thomas, P.Q., 2025. Evaluating Evaluating
the potential of a new murine gene drive for pre-emptive mouse plaguethe potential of a new murine gene drive for pre-emptive mouse plague
control. control. NeoBiota, 103, pp.129-147. 

View Full Paper

mailto:info@botstiber.org
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10344-025-01988-3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/org/science/article/pii/S1619003325001033
https://www.sciencedirect.com/org/science/article/pii/S1619003325001033


​Rats in the citRats in the cit ​y?....y?.... 

Several cities in the U.S. are launching initiatives to reduce the
number of rats by using oral contraceptives, which suggests a
growing interest for this area. When discussing fertility control,
consider these questions, put together by independent experts
on rat control.

 

Wildlife Fertility Control Interactive MapWildlife Fertility Control Interactive Map

Explore The Global Impact—And Add Yours!Explore The Global Impact—And Add Yours!
Our interactive global map showcases the geographic locations of wildlife
fertility control projects around the world. Each pin provides key details,
including target species, project focus, and contact information. Users can
explore by zooming, panning, and clicking on project markers to learn more.
The map highlights the growing momentum behind non-lethal wildlife
management solutions, with new projects added regularly. Explore the full
map herehere.

Put your project on the map!Put your project on the map!
If you're leading a wildlife fertility control project, we want to hear from you.
Submit your details and claim your pin on our map. Let others discover
your work and join the global effort to create sustainable, science-based
solutions to foster human-wildlife coexistence. Submit Your Project Submit Your Project ➝

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

December 2-4, 2025December 2-4, 2025
AWMS2025 | AUSTRALASIAN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT SOCIETYAWMS2025 | AUSTRALASIAN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT SOCIETY
BIWFC is proudly sponsoring the event!

December 15-18, 2025December 15-18, 2025
BES Annual Meeting 2025 - British Ecological SocietyBES Annual Meeting 2025 - British Ecological Society
Excited to share that BIWFC will be at the event as a sponsor attendee,
with an in-person oral presentation.

February 22-24, 2026February 22-24, 2026
49th Annual SEDSG Meeting49th Annual SEDSG Meeting
BIWFC is proud to support the event as a sponsor and attendee.

March 2-5, 2026March 2-5, 2026
Vertebrate Pest Conference 2026 San Diego, CaliforniaVertebrate Pest Conference 2026 San Diego, California
The Vertebrate Pest Conference (VPC 2026) is now accepting abstracts.
Abstract deadline: November 21st, 2025Abstract deadline: November 21st, 2025

https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
mailto:biwfc@botstiber.org
https://awms.org.au/conference/awms2025/
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/content/bes-annual-meeting-2025/
https://register.cpe.vt.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=9841791
https://ucanr.edu/site/vertebrate-pest-conference


You may be interested........You may be interested........
 Webinar:  Know your burro: A practical guide for field identificationWebinar:  Know your burro: A practical guide for field identification
Population management resources that are available largely focus on wild
horses, and do not include burro-specific information and management
guidelines. Identification can have a significant impact on a manager’s
ability to locate and identify individual burros for remote contraceptives on
the open range. This presentation will focus on remote approaches to
identifying individual burros and will summarize the development of an
upcoming toolkit for wild horse and burro managers utilizing PZP in
management programs.

Registration

Wildlife fertility controlWildlife fertility control

In the MediaIn the Media

Colorado Shoots Mustangs
With Birth-Control Darts, Why
Doesn’t Wyoming?

Colorado Attempts To Control Wild

Mustang Population By Shooting

The Horses With 'Birth-Control

Darts'

​Shaker Heights to add surgical sterilization to deer culling program

 

StaffStaff

Monique Principi - Managing Director
Giovanna Massei - Director, BIWFC Europe

Lawrence Green - External Affairs Officer
Jennifer Melendez - Executive Assistant and

Communications Coordinator
Jessica Tegt - Communications Specialist​

Carolyn Rauch - Manager, Meetings and Events
Daniel Fullam - Multimedia Production Specialist

​Stephanie Boyles Griffin - Chair, Advisory Committee

For more information, please visit our For more information, please visit our websitewebsite

Botstiber Foundation | 200 East State Street | Media, PA 19063 US

Unsubscribe | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://humanepro.org/trainings/know-your-burro-practical-guide-field-identification
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2025/08/27/colorado-shoots-mustangs-with-birth-control-darts-why-doesnt-wyoming/
https://www.wideopenspaces.com/colorado-attempts-to-control-wild-mustang-population-by-shooting-the-horses-with-birth-control-darts/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/shaker-heights-to-add-surgical-sterilization-to-deer-culling-program/ar-AA1Ny100?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/advisory-committee/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/advisory-committee/
https://www.wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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