
Winter 2026 Newsletter

        

2026 10th International Conference on
Wildlife Fertility Control!

Early bird registration ends February 22, 2026! Register soon to secure
discounted rates and hotel accommodations. Learn more on our website
Click here

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!

We are pleased to announce our sponsors to date: 

SpayVac for Wildlife, Inc. - Platinum Sponsor
Animal Welfare Institute - Session Sponsor

https://www.facebook.com/wildlifefertilitycontrol/
https://www.facebook.com/wildlifefertilitycontrol/
https://www.instagram.com/biwfc1/
https://www.instagram.com/biwfc1/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biwfc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biwfc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCycd01-5tEIjA6FbThGQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCycd01-5tEIjA6FbThGQ
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/event/10th-international-conference-on-wildlife-fertility-control/


Science & Conservation Center - Break Sponsor
Pig Brig Trap Systems - Exhibitor
Innolytics, LLC - Exhibitor
Wild Animal Initiative - Exhibitor

Don't miss out on the opportunity to market your organization to a highly
targeted audience. Click Here or contact Lawrence Green, External Affairs
Officer, at lgreen@botstiber.org to learn more.

Annual Report

The year 2025 was a remarkable one for BIWFC. Click here to learn why.

UAB Summer School on Wildlife Fertility
Control

https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/sponsorship-form/
mailto:lgreen@botstiber.org
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/annual-report/


We are pleased to announce the return of the UAB Summer School on
Wildlife Fertility Control, presented in collaboration with the Universitat
Autònoma de Barcelona (UAB). This program offers focused training and
expert-led instruction for students and professionals interested in wildlife
fertility control. Learn more →

BIWFC on YouTube

The BIWFC YouTube channel features organized playlists covering wildlife
fertility control research, global projects, webinars, presentations, and
event-related content. Explore both recent and past videos to stay
connected with BIWFC’s work.
Subscribe on YouTube →

Forthcoming Book

We are pleased to share news of a forthcoming edited volume, Wildlife
Fertility Control for Population Management and Conservation, led by
Cheryl Asa, PhD, with co-editors Anneke Moresco, DVM, PhD, and
Giovanna Massei, PhD, Europe Director of the Botstiber Institute for Wildlife
Fertility Control. The book will explore fertility control to managing free-living
and zoo wildlife populations across conservation and wildlife management
contexts. More details coming soon.

The Future of Rat Management:

https://www.uab.cat/web/courses/cursos-de-ciencies-de-la-salut/human-wildlife-coexistence-navigating-the-new-frontier-of-fertility-control-1345935240377.html
https://youtu.be/dKc0iHkgwZk?si=emkzlnGrmfABNauA
https://youtu.be/dKc0iHkgwZk?si=emkzlnGrmfABNauA
https://www.youtube.com/@BIWFC


Beyond Rodenticides

BIWFC is collaborating with Conservation
X Labs and Wild Animal Initiative to
establish an open innovation project that
aims to catalyze the development of a
fertility control agent for rodents. The
management of rodent populations is facing
headwinds as the momentum to ban or
restrict second-generation anticoagulant
rodenticides increases throughout the
world. CXL, WAI and BIWFC are responding to the growing call for
alternatives to rodenticides by designing a structured competition among
research groups that would culminate in a substantial prize. The winning
solution will be selected based on meeting criteria related to effectiveness,
safety, and commercially viability, informed by a community of innovators,
conservation practitioners, and commercial partners. Stay tuned for
updates.

New Staff

Kay Haw is the Europe Social Media & Conference
Coordinator for BIWFC and the Director of the UK
Squirrel Accord. Kay is a dedicated conservationist
with a strong background in woodland ecosystem
and invasive species issues, communications,
policy, and project and partnership management.
Her work with the UK Squirrel Accord includes
overseeing its grey squirrel fertility control program
to develop an oral contraceptive and species-

specific feeding mechanism to tackle a major UK invasive species
threatening trees, woodland ecosystems and native red squirrels. Kay has
previously worked for the Woodland Trust and National Trust, and studied
at the University of the West of England.

Maimie Hume is the Administrative Coordinator for
BIWFC Europe. Maimie's international past includes
France, Canada, USA and Bermuda, and
encompasses professional sports, the film industry,
the foreign commercial service and producing many
fundraising events. In the UK since 2002, Maimie
established a network of volunteer groups for a
national charity, orchestrated the largest academic
finance conference in the world and co-ran a 65-bed
hotel in the Cotswolds. Since coming to Yorkshire for
family reasons, Maimie has been working on various
projects at the University of York, starting in 2021, and is now delighted to
be a new addition to BIWFC.

https://www.conservationxlabs.com/
https://www.conservationxlabs.com/
https://www.wildanimalinitiative.org/


BIWFC Europe Director’s Update

This winter the Europe office focused on the upcoming conferences in San
Diego and Barcelona. We are also finalizing the programmes of the
Summer School, in collaboration with the Autonomous University of
Barcelona. Registration is open, and we hope to welcome students from
around the world. 

Other news from…Europe
Populations of wolves, bears and lynx are
recovering in Europe, after centuries of
persecution. A recent paper found that the
10,000 respondents surveyed across
European Union Member States generally
support the recovery of large carnivores but
oppose both further population growth and hunting. Attitudes were
remarkably consistent across rural and urban areas, but these views may
pose challenges for designing policies that are both science-based and
supported by the public. No mention of fertility control: perhaps a good
opportunity for welcoming discussions about the potential for this method
throughout Europe.

UK: Badgers and bovine tuberculosis
The European badger is involved in
transmission of bovine tuberculosis (bTB) to
cattle and ongoing bTB eradication programme
cost over £100 million per year in Great Britain
alone. Badger culls, carried out in the UK since
the 1970s, have had mixed results on bTB
control and are opposed by many stakeholders.
An injectable vaccine against bTB is used in

badgers to mitigate the severity of the infection and its potential
transmission to cattle, badgers and other species. A recent study conducted
in captivity suggested that a double vaccination, combining the bTB and the
contraceptive GonaCon, might reduce both disease burden and fecundity.
This is a good example of two approaches, population management and
disease control, likely to be more effective if applied together than on their
own.

News from the world

Thailand: a One-Health approach to human-macaque
coexistence 
I spent one week in Thailand working on a collaborative
project on human-wildlife conflicts and coexistence, which
brings together York and Mahidol universities. The visit
was supported by the University of York. 

https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Winter-Directors-Report-2026.pdf
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Winter-Directors-Report-2026.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-025-02914-1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X25013672


Read More

Science in Focus

Read the full paper here

Wildlife Fertility Control Interactive Map

Explore The Global Impact—And Add Yours!
Our interactive global map showcases the geographic locations of wildlife
fertility control projects around the world. Each pin provides key details,
including target species, project focus, and contact information. Users can

https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Winter-Directors-Report-2026.pdf
https://nsojournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/wlb3.01474
https://nsojournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/wlb3.01474
https://nsojournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/wlb3.01474
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/


explore by zooming, panning, and clicking on project markers to learn
more. The map highlights the growing momentum behind non-lethal wildlife
management solutions, with new projects added regularly. Explore the full
map here.

Put your project on the map!
If you're leading a wildlife fertility control project, we want to hear from you.
Submit your details and claim your pin on our map. Let others discover your
work and join the global effort to create sustainable, science-based
solutions. Submit Your Project ➝

Fact Sheets

New fact sheet added to BIWFC website. 

For downloadable fact sheets about fertility control products, please see:
Here
 

Upcoming Events

February 22-24, 2026
Southeast Deer Study Group Roanoke, VA
BIWFC is a proud sponsor!
 
March 2-5, 2025
Vertebrate Pest Conference 2026 San Diego, California
BIWFC will participate throughout the event with a plenary talk by Giovanna
Massei, a BIWFC-led symposium, an interactive workshop, and conference
sponsorship.
 
March 29- April 3, 2026
The 91st North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference
Columbus, Ohio BIWFC staff will attend.

https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
mailto:biwfc@botstiber.org
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/type-of-resource/fact-sheet/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/type-of-resource/fact-sheet/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/fact-sheets/
https://register.cpe.vt.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=9841791
https://ucanr.edu/site/vertebrate-pest-conference
https://wildlifemanagement.institute/conference/2026
https://wildlifemanagement.institute/conference/2026


 
April 20-22, 2026
International Wild Pig Conference, Montgomery, Alabama

Wildlife Fertility Control
 In the Media

Climate change could allow rats to have more
babies. Enter rodent birth control.

- CBC Radio

Australia’s koala paradox: why is the beloved
marsupial endangered in parts but overabundant
in others?

 
- The Guardian

Ludhiana’s Punjab Agricultural University secures
patent for ‘rodent birth control’.
 

- Times of India

Market pigeons could be fed contraceptives.
 

- BBC

Staff

Monique Principi - Managing Director
Giovanna Massei - Director, BIWFC Europe

Lawrence Green - External Affairs Officer
Jennifer Melendez - Executive Assistant

and Communications Coordinator
Kay Haw -Social Media and Event Coordinator, BIWFC Europe

Maimie Hume -  Administrative Coordinator, BIWFC Europe
Carolyn Rauch - Manager, Meetings and Events
Daniel Fullam - Multimedia Production Specialist

 Stephanie Boyles Griffin - Chair, Advisory Committee

https://cfwe.auburn.edu/iwpc/
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For more information, please visit our website
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