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Highlights

On April 23-24, 2026, the Botstiber Institute for Wildlife Fertility Control
hosted the 10th International Conference on Wildlife Fertility Control at the
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona under the theme “Bridging the Gap:
From Science to Management.”

Held once every four years, the conference welcomed over 100

participants representing 23 countries across 6 continents. Researchers,

wildlife managers, veterinarians, policymakers, students and practitioners

came together to share current research, field experiences, and
4 management strategies focused on wildlife fertility control and human-—
wildlife coexistence.

The program featured plenary speakers, oral presentations, poster sessions,
and collaborative discussions designed to strengthen the connection
between scientific research and practical wildlife management applications.
Attendees also participated in networking and social events throughout the
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conference, creating opportunities for continued international collaboration
across the field.

BIWFC extends its sincere appreciation to all attendees, presenters,
volunteers, sponsors, exhibitors, and the team at Universitat Autbnoma de
Barcelona for contributing to a successful and engaging event.

We would also like to extend a special thank you to Baroness Hayman for
her continued support of fertility control research in the United Kingdom. The
knowledge shared and connections formed throughout the conference
continue to support global collaboration and the advancement of science-
based wildlife fertility control solutions worldwide.

Additional conference photos, highlights, list of posters, the full book of
abstracts, and conference resources can be viewed on the BIWFC
Conference Webpage

Thank You to Our Sponsors

BIWFC gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the following
sponsors who helped make this conference possible!

Platinum - SpayVac for Wildlife, Inc.

Plenary — Humane World for Animals

Session - Animal Welfare Institute

Break - Science & Conservation Center

Exhibitor - Animal Balance; Innolytics, LLC; Pig Brig; Wild Animal
Initiative

Per Student — The Berryman Institute, Utah State University

Leadership Transition

Transition & Continuity

BIWFC

_ Dr. Derek Rosenfield
Manique Principi will ’ joins as Managing
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As Botstiber Institute for Wildlife Fertility Control continues expanding its
global efforts in wildlife fertility control, the Institute is entering an important
leadership transition.



https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/event/10th-international-conference-on-wildlife-fertility-control/
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/event/10th-international-conference-on-wildlife-fertility-control/

After years of dedicated leadership and service, Monique Principi will
transition into the role of Director Emeritus. Throughout her tenure, Monique
played a key role in strengthening BIWFC’s international partnerships,
educational initiatives, and global engagement efforts within the wildlife
fertility control community. Her leadership helped guide the continued growth
of programs including the International Conference on Wildlife Fertility
Control and the creation of many new projects such as BIWFC-UAB
Summer School.

At the same time, BIWFC welcomes Derek Rosenfield, DVM, PhD as the
Institute’s new Managing Director. Derek brings extensive experience in
wildlife management research and conservation, along with a strong interest
in practical, science-based approaches to human-wildlife coexistence. He
looks forward to continuing to grow BIWFC’s global community by
strengthening collaboration, knowledge sharing, and engagement across the
field.

This transition marks an exciting new chapter for BIWFC as the organization
continues advancing education, outreach, and collaboration in support of
wildlife fertility control worldwide.

UAB SUMMER SCHOOL 2026

Returning to Barcelona

Building on the momentum of our 2025 Summer
School, the Wildlife Fertility Control course
returns to Barcelona from June 22 — July 10,
2026, delivered by the Botstiber Institute for
Wildlife Fertility Control (BIWFC) in collaboration
with the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
(UAB). The Summer School will continue to
examine fertility control within the broader
context of wildlife management, conservation
ethics, policy, and human—wildlife conflict.

The program brings together students,

researchers, and professionals from around the

world to explore innovative approaches, share

perspectives, and build new collaborations in the field of fertility control and
wildlife management. Last year’s inaugural Summer School welcomed
participants from Argentina, China, Germany, the United States, Spain,
South Korea, and Singapore, representing backgrounds ranging from
veterinary medicine and biology to law and business.

As the field continues to grow, we are excited to already see the impact of
former participants. At the 10th International Conference on Wildlife Fertility
Control (ICWFC 2026), two former Summer School students were actively
contributing within the field, one as an oral presenter and another as a
poster presenter, highlighting the growing engagement of emerging
professionals in wildlife fertility control research and management.




BIWFC Europe Director’s Update

The Europe office spent most of the last months preparing for the
conference in Barcelona. We were delighted our efforts paid off as the
conference was very successful. Many colleagues commented on the
BIWFC role in acting as a hub, connecting people, ideas and disciplines and
this was indeed reflected in the excellent media coverage in mainstream
newspapers and in blogs and articles on this event.

Regulatory framework for wildlife contraceptives

The Center for Wild Animal Welfare (CWAW), a new organisation
dedicated to building policy support for wild animal welfare, identified rodent
fertility control as one of their work priority areas. CWAW has already
engaged with the European Commission in response to a consultation on
biocides. Current EU regulations make registration of new drugs for wildlife,
such as contraceptives, extremely costly and lengthy. Under “safety data”
most regulations require new drugs to have little or no impact on
reproduction, which is obviously the raison d'étre of contraceptives.
Rodenticides are registered as biocides and plant protection products
despite high mammalian toxicity because their purpose is killing rodents.
The document also suggests that the EC should support innovation towards
higher-welfare alternatives to rodenticides, including fertility control.

Fertility control to secure the future of Europe’s beavers?

This article reports on a study by Simon Moesch and Maximilian Hohm
examining public attitudes toward beavers in Germany. While the general
public viewed beavers positively, people working in forestry and agriculture,
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as well as those living in flood-affected areas, were more critical.
Participants from Bavaria — the German state with the highest beaver
densities — also viewed beavers more negatively than those from the rest of
Germany. The authors highlighted the need for active beaver management
and increased public engagement to support positive coexistence between
beavers and humans in Germany.

UK: a royal blessing

From an article in Vet Times we learned that King Charles has made a
donation to the Red Squirrel Survival Trust to continue supporting research
on grey squirrel fertility control. The king has endorsed this project since its
inception, when the project was launched at his royal residence. His
Majesty’s views are reflected in a recent YouGov poll which found 42% of
the > 5000 respondents supported the idea of making grey squirrels infertile,
while 31% were opposed.

France: wild boar hunters talk about fertility control

A recent article by Le Chasseur Francais, a leading hunting publication,
referenced the BIWFC conference in Barcelona and most importantly
mentioned the idea that fertility control could be used to manage wild boar.
This is a main step for the hunting community in France, traditionally
focused on culling as the sole means of controlling the expansion of this
species. According to the National Federation of Hunters in 2024/2025
French hunters culled 881,372 wild boar versus fewer than 100,000 in the
early ‘80s.

Germany

According to the newspaper Taz, animal activists have repeatedly
sabotaged rodent control, destroying traps and verbally attacking city
workers in Berlin. The District Council for Urban Development has called a
public meeting to discuss this issue, but interest has been low. The rat
problem is mainly due to human behaviour: people dispose food scraps and
feed pigeons with massive amounts of bird food which is also welcomed by
these rodents. No mention of fertility control but fertile ground for ...
infertility?

Europe Staff Update

We welcome Dr. Jens Jacob, Leader, Rodent
Research Group, Julius Kuhn-Institute, Federal
Research Centre for Cultivated Plants, Institute for
Epidemiology and Pathogen Diagnostics, Germany
who joined us in a part-time role as Senior Associate.
Jens brings 30 years of experience of research in

rodent ecology and population management, with m
projects in Australia, Asia, the US and Europe.

We say goodbye to our Administrative Program Coordinator,
Maimie Hume and wish her all the best for future endeavors.
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Rats in the city?....
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Several cities in the U.S. are launching initiatives to reduce

the number of rats by using oral contraceptives, which

suggests a growing interest for this area. When discussing -
fertility control, consider these questions, put together by L*
independent experts on rat control.

Wildlife Fertility Control Interactive Map

Explore The Global Impact—And Add Yours!

Our interactive global map showcases the geographic locations of wildlife
fertility control projects around the world. Each pin provides key details,
including target species, project focus, and contact information. Users can
explore by zooming, panning, and clicking on project markers to learn more.
The map highlights the growing momentum behind non-lethal wildlife
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management solutions, with new projects added regularly. Explore the full
map here.

Put your project on the map!

If you're leading a wildlife fertility control project, we want to hear from you.
Submit your details and claim your pin on our map. Let others discover your
work and join the global effort to create sustainable, science-based
solutions. Submit Your Project -

Information Sheets

For downloadable fact sheets about fertility control products, please see:
Here

Upcoming Events

June 25-26, 2026
NYU Wild Animal Welfare Summit
BIWFC staff will attend and present.

September 9 - 11, 2026
14th International Symposium on Wild Boar and Other Suids
BIWFC staff will attend and present.

September 13-16, 2026
Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies Annual Meeting_, Lancaster, PA
BIWFC staff will attend.

September 16-18, 2026
Animal Grantmakers, Oklahoma City

October 5-8, 2026
2026 FREES SUMMIT, Boise, Idaho
BIWFC staff will attend.

November 1-5, 2026
TWS, Des Moines, lowa
BIWFC will exhibit, sponsor and host a symposium.

November 4-6, 2026

International Symposium on Animal Biology of Reproduction (ISABR),
Brasilia, Brazil

BIWFC staff will attend and present.

December 14-17, 2026
British Ecological Society Annual Conference, Birmingham, UK
BIWFC Staff will attend.

June 7-11, 2027

- r' .\\'I
- I‘



https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/map/
mailto:biwfc@botstiber.org
https://wildlifefertilitycontrol.org/type-of-resource/facts-sheet/
https://sites.google.com/nyu.edu/wildanimalwelfare/opportunities
https://14iwbs.agr.hr/
https://www.afwaannualmeeting.org/
https://www.animalgrantmakers.org/annual-conference
https://files.constantcontact.com/bfadd6c6601/22b3f564-2ef2-41ce-9fbc-d23c60549fcb.pdf
https://wildlife.org/annual-conference/
https://www.even3.com.br/isabr2026-686623/
https://www.even3.com.br/isabr2026-686623/
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/content/bes-annual-meeting-2026/welcome-to-our-2026-annual-meeting/

iy

;!i'l?:' BIWFC staff will attend and present.

C ¥

{

EVMC, Zagreb, Croatia

Wildlife fertility control
In the Media

Staten Island deer count drops
nearly 50% since start of
vasectomy program.

-Silive.com

Can a new birth control
technique reduce feral
horses?

-The Wildlife Society

Barcelona is putting_pigeons
on the pill.

-Telegraph

The brumby population
exploded again. This time
fertility darts will be tested.

-The Sydney Morning Herald

Rodents and agricultural crops in Africa: a struggle between the poor

and the search for a nonviolent solution

-Pressenza
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Staff

Dr. Derek Rosenfield - Managing Director
Prof. Giovanna Massei - Director, BIWFC Europe
Lawrence Green - External Affairs Officer
Jennifer Melendez - Executive Assistant and Communications Coordinator
Kay Haw - Social Media and Event Coordinator
Dr. Jens Jacob - Senior Associate
Carolyn Rauch - Manager, Meetings and Events
Daniel Fullam - Multimedia Production Specialist

Monique Principi - Director Emeritus
Stephanie Boyles Griffin - Chair, Advisory Committee
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For more information, please visit our website

Botstiber Foundation | 200 East State Street | Media, PA 19063 US
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